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On July 23, relatives of Maritza Urrutia reported that the former University of San Carlos (USAC)
student had been abducted in Guatemala City. Eyewitnesses said Urrutia was grabbed by
unidentified assailants traveling in two vehicles. One of the vehicles was subsequently traced to a
branch of the government's security forces. On July 28, armed forces spokesperson Julio Yon Rivera
denied involvement by the military in the disappearance of Urrutia. On July 29, local television
stations broadcast a videotape in which Urrutia denied having been kidnapped and "confessed" to
membership in the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional
Guatemalteca-URNG). University and trade union leaders, as well as Urrutia's relatives, asserted
that the "farcical" video contained numerous and obvious signs indicating that she was coerced
to make the statements. Defense Minister Gen. Jose Garcia told reporters July 30 the army was
willing to "offer protection" to Urrutia upon her request. He said determining whether Urrutia was
affiliated with the rebels was "difficult," and added that the armed forces still had no information
regarding her whereabouts. On July 30, Urrutia reportedly told a judge in Guatemala City that
she wished to take advantage of a government amnesty program. Next, accompanied by Attorney
General Acisclo Valladares, Urrutia was brought before reporters for an impromptu press
conference at the public prosecutor's office. Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon
Carpio said both the press conference and the video were suspicious, and that his office would
conduct an investigation into the case. According to Otto Peralta, president of the University
Students Association (Asociacion de Estudiantes Universitarios-AEU), the press conference was "a
government maneuver" aimed at providing some type of explanation for Urrutia's disappearance in
the face of enormous national and international pressure. He added that Urrutia's statements were
undoubtedly made under coercion, given that the evidence of forcible abduction was overwhelming.
Pressure for Urrutia's release included a letter addressed to President Jorge Serrano from US
Senators Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), Patrick Leahy (D-VT), and Pete Domenici
(R-NM). On Aug. 7, spokespersons from the Guatemala City Archbishop's Human Rights Office
said that Urrutia, who had spent the previous week under church protection, had decided to go
into exile following numerous death threats. The spokespersons added that Urrutia left Guatemala
before dawn on Friday in the company of a church representative and family members. Urrutia was
scheduled to appear before a Guatemala City judge on Aug. 7 regarding details of the abduction
in order to formally initiate amnesty proceedings. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 07/28/92, 07/30/92, 08/07/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/30/92)
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